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As noted in historical sources, this cultural region, which was the part of Sugdiyona in ancient times and
Ustrushona state in the middle ages, played the main political, socio-economic and cultural role in the
history of Turan land, actively participated in all historical processes, and functioned as an integral and
inseparable part of the region. It is known from many sources that Jizzakh Oasis, in particular the adjacent
Mirzachol, was crossed by the caravan routes of the Great Silk Road system in different directions, and in
the Middle Ages, these routes connected the "Huge trading port of Movarunnahr” - Samarkand - with
Shosh, Khojand, Fergana, Ettisuv, Eastern Turkestan and China.

It is stated in researches about this oasis, that the Jizzakh cultural region served as the "eastern gate™ of
strategic importance for the urban villages of the settled agricultural oasis in the Zarafshan river basin,
and at the same time Jizzakh was a "transmitting space” for material, cultural and mutual cooperation of
nomands of Shosh region, Fergana valley, territories along the Syrdarya river.! Despite of the facts
mentioned above, the cultural heritage of the inhabitants of the Jizzakh oasis has not been studied as a
separate systematic research topic.

However, there are some written sources about the history of the country based on the results of
archaeological excavations and scientific literatures. These sources can be studied in two parts. The first
part describes the medieval history of Ustrushona agricultural oasis?, whilst the second part is written

! T'ymamor A.I'. Knanoume Kymnmu - Cap UMKY ., Bemm. 2, T: «®an», 1961, c. 92-93
? 6u Xaskan. Kuro6 cypar an —apa (Apab TunuaaH Tap>kuMa Ba n3oxiap myamumdu I.C. Kamomunaun). TomeHt:
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materials devoted to the history of cattle herders of Jizzakh oasis. Lifestyle, spiritual and cultural beliefs
of cattle herders of Jizzakh oasis was also investigated according to the written souces and etnographic
materials. The materials related to the spiritual and religious life of cattle herders of Ustrushona found in
the burial mounds were presented to the scientific community in the form of timely publications and
scientific articles. However, they were also not studied in a generalized, holistic way.>

At this point, it should be noted that as a result of the dissertation researches carried out so far, history of
the development of the oasis in the early Middle Ages, the historical topography of the ancient and
medieval times®, the culture of Ustrushona herdsmen in the ancient period®, the early medieval rural areas
of Ustrushona®, the material culture of the Middle Ages’, the political, material, cultural and spiritual life
of the Hephthalites and the Turkic khanate®, irrigated agriculture® were studied from a scientific point of
view. Yet, in the described researches, the authors evaluated the above-mentioned problems within the
framework of their directions and research objects.

Jizzakh region is located in the central part of Uzbekistan, most of it consists of deserts and steppes. The
relief of the region is unique, in which mountain, sub-mountain, steppe and plain (desert) zones are
connected. Favorable natural conditions and fertile lands, especially the presence of running water sources
were the main reason for the first tribal communities of herders and farmers settled in that region and the
mutual development of social processes related to human activity and its material and spiritual culture in
the oasis. Furthermore, it created a chance to the formation of cultural heritage monuments related to
faith.

The written sources that refer to the historical monuments related to the way of life, faith and worship of
the people living in the agricultural oasis of the region and the adjacent steppes can be divided into two
parts. The first type of sources are inscriptions illustrating the way of life of the herders living in and
around the oasis, and the second type is the memoirs that provide information about the history of the
settled peasant population of the oasis. The written sources of various periods, which provide information

”VY30ekucToH MIIUTHA SHIuKIoneausacy” apnat wimuii Hampuétn, 201 1., 1o Xopaanbex. Kaura “ITytu u ctpanst” / Ilep. ¢
apaOCK. KOMMEHT. B UCCIIe/I. YKa3. U KapTel H.BenmuxanoBoii.- baky: DM, 1986., Ucraxpu (Aby Ucxak Moparum nbH
Myxammarn). Kutab macanuk aix-mamanuk. / MaTtepuaisl o UCTOpUH Kupru3oB U Kupruzuu. — M. 1973 .Bem. 1.

3 apaaes M.X.Kaaumru XKu3zax Boxacuaa YTpoK IeXKOHIAp Ba KyuMaH4H dopBagopiap Magauusti / YMMT Ne.33.
Tomkent, 2002. C.146-153., [Tapnaes M. K¥ii Ba 0Ypu pyXxura CHFUHHIIHUHT ¥3apo OOFIHKIUTY Xakuza // Y30ekucToHma
wxtumouit panap. T,: 1995,- Ne 1. 5.42-46., I'punuaa A.A. KoueBHuku B Ycrpymane( Ha puMepe U3ydeHHs KYPraHOB B
CoipnapsuHckoit u Jlku3akckoit 00actsax) // LluBunusanuu CKOTOBOIOB 1 3eMitesesbiieB LlenTpanbroit Asuu. — Camapkas/-
bumkek: —C.2005, 186-195., I'punuHa A.A. Ycrpymanckue Obun. — TamkeHT: M31aTebcTBO HAPOAHOTO HACKIEAUS UM. A.
Kansipu, 2000., Tom6oes @.3. YerpyinoHa KyuMaHuX YOPBAI0p XaTKIapu dadH yayMmiaapu xakuma 0ab3u Myroxasanap. //
V36exncron Tapuxu Ba MaganuaTy. Toukent, 2011, 300-304 6., Tom6oes ®.3. Tomboes ®.3. YcTpylIoHa XanKIapHHHHT
aHTuK naBpaaru gadH yxymnapu. (Fynbo, Caranok Ba lllnpuHcoit Mo30pKyproHaapu Mucoara). JKus3ax faBiaT nejarorika
uHCTUTYTH AX00poHOMacu Ne3, JKuzzax: 2013. b. 47-54., Tom6oes @.D. YerpymoHna KaauMri XauKJIapuHUHT UT Ba 0Ypu
6unan 60ormiK nadH Mmapocumnapu. Camapkann 2018.

4 I'pummna A. CeBepHas Ycrpymana B cepeamHe | Teic. mo H.3. - Had. XIII B. H.. (apxeosoro-tomorpaduueckoe
nccienoBanue).: Aproped. muc. kana. uct. Hayk. — Camapkana, — 1990. — C. 24.

® Tom6oes ®. YcTpymona 4opBa0pIapHHUHT aHTHK JABPAATH MagaHusTH: Tap. dan. pan. gok. (PhD) yuys éswiran aucc.
aBroped. — Camapkann, 2017. — b.22.

® Fotypos XK. YCcTpyLmOHaHHHT WK YpTa acp KHIUIOK MakoHnapu: Tap. dax. dai. gok. (PhD) yuys é3mnran muce. aBroped. —
Camapkang, 2019. — b.22.

! CgepukoB JI. [Tocenenre MbIK - HICTOYHHK 110 UICTOPHH CPETHEBEKOBOH Y CcTpymaHbl: ABTOped. TUC. KaHI.UCT.HAYK. -
Camapkang, 1991. — B. 21.

® apmaes M. Cesepo-3amauas YCTpylIana B 510Xy PAHHETO CPEIHEBEKOBb (10 MATEPHATAM HIYKHETO TEUCHHS P.
Canrsop): ABroped. auc. kana. uct. Hayk. — Camapkang, 1995. — C. 24.

’ Cyronos C. Ucropus opomenus CeBepo-3anannoii Ycrpymansl (V-XVI BB. 10 apxeoiornyeckuM Marepuanam): ABroped.
Iic. KaHa.ucT.Hayk. — Camapkasg, 1999. — b. 24.
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about the shrines about the life and spirituality of the population, are mainly related to the historical
events of the Middle Ages.

The main problem in the study of historical monuments and shrines in the oasis is the lack of written
sources about the history of the area.

The current Jizzakh oasis, located in the north-western part of Ustrushona, was described by the Arab
historians-geographers who lived in the 9th-10th centuries as an agricultural oasis with adjacent areas to
the deserts. According to Ibn Havqal, the main city of Fankon village was Dizak, and the fortresses
around the city were called “rabot”. *° If we analyze these sources, among them there were a number of
prosperous central cities and villages, dozens of fortresses, forts, caravanserais called Fankon-Fagnon
(Dizak), Zomin, Sarsanda, Susanda (Zomin), Kharkona, Yangikurgan (Gallaorol), Burnamad (Bakhmal),
Nujket (Nushkent, Bakhmal district), Marsmanda, Mink (Zomin District). '* Additionally, we can say that
there were holy places and shrines for the spiritual and religious needs of the population. Most of these
cities and fortresses have been identified by archaeological researches, and they are inextricably linked
with historical monuments and shrines.

The works of Arab historians of the middle Ages provide accurate information about historical
monuments. For example, Ibn Havgal wrote about the bazaar, mosque, garden and vineyards in Zamin
city; Feknon village and Khudaysar rabot (gate) of Dizak city, Khudaisar rabat; and especially Mink
village which was famous for its mining craft, processes of mining of iron ore and making war weapons
from it; annual fairs and public festivals organized in the city of Marasmanda, which was an
administrative center of Zamin. Moreover, in the works of al-Istahri and Ibn Havgal, detailed information
was given about the roads in Ustrushona, their direction, public settlements, places of pilgrimage, towns
and villages, rabats and caravanserais, border areas, and the distances between the settlements of the
Jizzakh oasis and the nomadic steppe.

In the Arabic sources mentioned that Zamin was considered as a second main city of Ustrushona after
Bunjikat. *2

Zomin is located on the edge of the big caravan route connecting Ferghana and Sogd (current center of
Zomin district), in the foothills. Ibn Hawqal stated: "It is located on the road leading from Fergana to as-
Sughd, its other name is Savsanda. There is also an old city, but it is in ruins. Markets, mosques and
residents were all moved to Savsanda. This new city is a stopover for travelers from all over Sogd to
Ferghana. It has flowing waters, gardens, vineyards and fields".®> From this definition given, the facts
about the new city, bazaars, mosque located in the village of Zamin are also valuable for us.

Dizak, the capital of the Faknon village, was a densely populated city, famous for its numerous
accomodations, markets, gardens, and caravanserais for travelers and merchants. According to the
medieval historians-geographers Ibn Havgal, al-Istahri, al-Muqaddasi: “Dizak is a city (located) on the
plain. Next to it, there is a village named Fankon. During the war, the population of Samarkand gathers
there. It has rabots that can accommodate a large number of people... Dizak has running waters and
gardens. It is a fruitful city. It is noted that Dizak people are very good at sewing clothes from wool and

% Y6n Xakan. Kuro6 cypar am-apn (ApaG Twmmman tapxkuma Ba msoxiap myamtudu I1.C. Kamommmmun).—ToleHT:
“V36eKUCTOH MIUIHM SHI[AKIIOEIAACH Hasmat wimuii Hampuéry, 2011, —b. 68.

161 Xaekan. Kuro6 cypar an-apa. — b. 68-70., M6n Xopuanbex. Kuura “ITytn u crpans” / Ilep. ¢ apaGek. KOMMEHT. 1
nccnen. ykas. u kaptel H.Benmmxanosoit. baxy: 31w, 1986; Mcraxpu (AGy Hcxak Mbparum nbr Myxamman). Kurad macamuk
an-Mamanuk // Marepuansl o ucropun kupruzoB U Kuprusum. - M., 1973. Bem.1. - C. 5-23;berrep E.K. U3Bneuenns u3
kuury «Ilytu u crpans» AOy-n-Kacuma n6n Xayxkans. Tpyast CAI'Y. — Tamkent, 1957.—C. 17.

2 16u Xaekan. Kuto6 cypar an-apa... —b. 69.

"3 The same source
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tweed, and weaving carpets and felting. According to the sources, fruits were grown in such abundance in
the country that even domestic animals were fed with the fruits. Crafts in the city, agriculture around the
city developed”.**

Researchers who conducted scientific study on Ustrushona mentioned that there is also information about
Jizzakh oasis in the work "Hudud ul-Olam™ written by an unknown author. It says, "Dizak is a small town
near running water. There is a place called Marasmand next to it, every year there is a fair (trade), and it is
said that a day's trade turnover exceeds 100,000 dinars™

In the 9-10th centuries, the city of Dizak had important strategic military importance. During that period,
Dizak became the headquarters of the Islamic army of "Ghazis" who fought against the marauding raids
of the deserts coming from the steppe. For this reason, private rabots of not only Ustrushan residents, but
also Samarkand residents grew up in Dizak. In Jizzakh Oasis, rabots were built more and more skillfully
than other structures.™®

The prestige of Khudaisar's rabot spread far and wide. Perhaps that is why another medieval author
Ahmad al-Katib said about Ustrushona: "It is a huge and important country, it has 400 fortresses and
several large cities."!” The Fagnon village of Ustrushona, which is considered the "land of castles and
rabots", along with other administrative regions, was founded on new towns and villages even after it was
annexed to the Somoni state.

As can be seen from the above information, the Arabic written sources contain very valuable, impartial
information about the history of the ancient and medieval Ustrushona state, in particular, about the
historical monuments located in the Jizzakh region. In these sources it is noted that, on the one hand, the
development of agriculture, handicrafts and trade in Ustrushona, on the other hand, how the oasis became
prosperous and crowded, which led to the expansion of internal and external trade and commodity-money
relations. This situation led to the development of historical monuments and shrines of the population,
along with permanent objects of praying.

In Abu Sa'd Abdulkarim Sam‘ani's "Genealogy"'®, a chapter was devoted to the description of Samarkand

scholars, which gave information about famous poems, scientists and jurists who grew up in the cities and
villages of Ustrushna, such as Al-Khovasi, Az-Zamini, Al-Ustrushani, As-Sanjufini, Ash-Shibli, Al-
Mojarmi, An-Nujonikasi, Al-Yorkasi, Al-Sobati, Al-Kabudi and Al-Khudisari. These data serve as an
important source for studying the history of the emergence of cultural heritage objects and shrines that
exist today in the Jizzakh oasis.

Besides the sources mentioned above, we studied the legal documents®®, wagfnamas®® and genealogies®
written down by the local residents as a legacy of various religious scholars to their descendants. In
particular, in the "Genealogy"?* preserved in the house of Asatullakhan Isokhanov, who lives in the

' The same source
15CBep‘lK0B JI.M. TloceneHne MBIK—HCTOYHHK II0 MCTOPHUU CPEIHEBEKOBOH YcCTpymiaHsl: ABTOped.quc.... KaHJ.HCT.HAYK.-
Camapxkang,1991. —C.15.
16 Berrep E.K. N3Bneuenus n3 kauru «Ilytu n crpans» AGy-n-Kacuma non Xaykamns... —C. 21.
Y Tpummna A.A. Verpymanckue 6. — Tamkent: M31atenbeTBo HapogHoro Hacaenus uM. A. Kasipu, 2000. —C. 33.

8 Afy Cabn A6aynkapum Cambonnii. Hacabnoma / Apabuagan A6xynraddop Pa33ok tapxkumac, 1 -k, — TOMIKEHT: XI/IJ'IOJ'[, 2007. — B. 134-200.
¥ Ym6y xysxoxar 3omun Tymann Fop6o6o 3uépaTtroxu Xy Iy uaara Fopaas ronmiran. Kykon xoun Xynoépxon (1845-1875)
naspura ouj 6yiu0, XKanob smon Xanuda A6aynkapum JJomymio baporra terumuim.
2 Y6y Bakdroma Dopuur ymannHuHT KoHgaxop ota, seHE Myxamman apud (Masnoro I'pekymrox) HoMu 6uian
aTaJTyBYM 3UEPATroXuUra Teruuum 0yiao, Mup3o YiyrOek XyKMpOHIIMK J1aBpUra TYFpH KeJla/iu.
2! Boxauuur Mopui Xamaa 30MHH TyMaHIAPHAATH AiipUM 3MEPATIrOX/Iap TAIKHIOTIHIAPH B MACKIIUIAD HMOM
XaTI/I6J'IapI/I,Z[aH aHa NIyHAal TapuXuil KUMMaTra Oujl Xy XoKaTiiap YpraHuiam.

I[ana TaJKUKOTIapU. 30MUH TyMaHH, Em kunuiorun. 2016 i
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village of Yom, gives information about the identity of the saints named after the shrines of Koktonli Ota,
Malik Ota, and Kazan Ota, as well as the historical events that took place in the area.

Historical written sources contain information about the socio-economic, political history, lifestyle,
customs and cultural heritage of the inhabitants of Jizzakh oasis, in particular, in the chapter on the events
of the war in 1367-1368 in Nizamiddin Shami's work "Zafarnoma", it can be found information Dizak and
nearby Harman Mawzei and Malik robot (the area where Malik father's shrine is located).?®

Sharafuddin Ali Yazdi's, in his work "Zafarnama", wrote about the inhabitants of Dizak and surrounding
villages such as Zomin, Yom, Khavos and their lifestyle and customs.?*

The information related to the pilgrimage sites of the oasis and the customs of the population is covered in
detail in the work "Boburnoma" by Zahiriddin Muhammad Babur. According to the historian,
"Ustrushona once belonged to Umarshaikh Mirza". Also, the work provides information about settlements
in the Jizzakh oasis - cities such as Dizak, Zomin, Yom, Peshagor, Yor-Yailok, Khaliliya, and llono'tti

gorge.
From them, the information about the descendants of Syed Burkhaniddin Kilich (the shrine of the same
name in the Zomin district) is valuable for us. It was stated that "... Khwaja Mavlanoy Qazi's name is

Abdullah. It was known by this name. On the father's side, the lineage goes back to Sheikh Burkhaniddin
Kilich. On the mother's side, Sultan Ilik is tied to Moziy".?®

In general, the analysis of scientific literatures shows that the objects of cultural heritage in the Jizzakh
oasis have not yet been fully studied by researchers in terms of historiography and source science,
historical and ethno sociological aspects. In the described literatures above, the authors evaluated the
raised issue within their directions and research objects.

To conclude, in the conditions of modernizing Uzbekistan, the team of ethnographers of our country, like
many researchers, is getting more opportunities to study and analyze material and non-material culture of
nation. Currently, in order to fully cover the ethnic history and ethnography of the Uzbek people, it is
given a chance to know the essence of commonalities and local characteristics in the daily lifestyle, type
of activity, economic and social development trends of the inhabitants of the historically-ethnographic
regions, language and culture, and to convey the collected information to the general public, especially the
youth. In the implementation of such tasks, President Shavkat Mirziyoyev’s video selector meeting
organized on January 19, 2021 on the issues of fundamentally improving the system of spiritual and
educational affairs and strengthening the cooperation of state and public organizations in this regard set
the following important tasks for historians. In particular, in these tasks the president mentioned that
“National history should be created with a national spirit. Otherwise, it will not have an educational
effect. We need to teach our youth to learn from history, to draw conclusions, to equip them with
historical knowledge and historical thinking”.? In fact, in order to educate young people in the spirit of
patriotism and national pride, it is essential to teach history in depth and expand scientific research in this
direction.
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